
  
 

MEETING MINUTES 
South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement  

Docket No. PF19-8-000 
March 18 2020 

Attendees 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC): No staff on call 
Northern Natural Gas (Northern): Joe Fisher, Nathan Hanneman, Terry Plucker, Trevor Poland, 
and Donna Martens 
United States Army Corp Engineer (USACE): Catherine Juhas Matt Wray  
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): Charlene Bessken  
South Dakota Game Fish and Parks (SDGFP): Hilary Morey 
Stantec:  Susan Knabe 
 

Summary 

Northern representatives met with the federal agencies listed above on the regularly scheduled 
teleconference call March 18, 2020, to discuss the South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement 
Project (Project).  

• Northern provided a brief update on the Project. Northern continues to prepare construction 
readiness documents in anticipation for a late-March 2020 filing of resource reports. Northern’s 
right of way department is finalizing the landowner lists, starting land acquisition and working with 
landowners on farm taps. 

• SDGFP confirmed the proposed pipeline crosses only one stream with known Topeka shiner habitat; 
Northern is crossing that stream via HDD. 

• Northern asked the agencies about the impact the pandemic is having on their availability to 
respond to permit applications and project information. All agencies on the call indicated they were 
working teleworking and had the ability to receive permit applications via email. The USACE stated 
they have a safe site that can be used for uploads up to 8 GB. Northern is to send a request to Matt 
and Cathy within 2-3 weeks of submittal of the permit application. USFWS staff in South Dakota 
indicated they will take the lead for the USFWS on the Project so it was appropriate to send the 
entire Project to them for review. They will complete internal coordination with their counterparts 
in Nebraska. 

• Northern asked Matt Wray, USACE, about the civil survey that is being completed of the structures 
along the Missouri River. Most of the structure bottoms are below the water level and hard to safely 
survey. Matt suggested Northern submit a survey of the top of the structure to the proposed top of 
the pipeline that is being installed. 

• The next bi-weekly conference call is scheduled for April 1, 2020, at 10 a.m. CST. At the end of the 
bi-weekly call, Dawn Ramsey will conduct a presentation on FERC’s role as a lead agency in 
regulating pre-filing Projects.  
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MEETING MINUTES 
South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement  

Docket No. PF19-8-000 
March 4, 2020 

Attendees 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC): Kareem Monib 
Northern Natural Gas (Northern): Mike Loeffler, Joe Fisher, Nathan Hanneman, Terry Plucker and 
Donna Martens 
United State Army Corp Engineer (USACE) South Dakota District: Catherine Juhas  
USACE Section 408 Group:  Jonas Grundman 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): Charlene Bessken  
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission: Melissa Marinovich 
Stantec:  Jake Fahrenkrog 
 

Summary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission staff and representatives of the federal agencies listed above 
met with representatives from Northern Natural Gas on the regularly scheduled teleconference call 
March 4, 2020, to discuss the South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement Project (Project).  

• Northern provided a brief update on the Project. Northern continues to prepare construction 
readiness documents in anticipation for a late-March 2020 filing of resource reports.  

• The next bi-weekly conference call is scheduled for March 4, 2020, at 10 a.m. CST. At the end of the 
bi-weekly call Dawn Ramsey will conduct a presentation on the FERC’s role as a lead agency in 
regulating pre-filing Projects.  
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MEETING MINUTES 
South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement  

Docket No. PF19-8-000 
February 19, 2020 

Attendees 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC): Dawn Ramsey 
Northern Natural Gas: Joe Fisher, Terry Plucker, and Donna Martens 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 7: Joe Summerlin 
Stantec:  Jake Fahrenkrog 
 

Summary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission staff and representatives of the federal agencies listed above 
met with representatives from Northern Natural Gas on the regularly scheduled teleconference call 
February 19, 2020, to discuss the South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement Project (Project).  

• Northern provided a brief update on the revised regulatory schedule and design update. Northern 
indicated that select resource reports and appendices, which were complete as of January 31, 2020, 
were filed at FERC on the pre-filing docket February 7, 2020.  

• Northern stated that in recent communication with the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Department it was discussed that the Project will cross two locations with suitable habitat for the 
Topeka shiner. Northern indicated that both locations will be crossed via horizontal directional drill; 
as such, impacts from the Project on the Topeka shiner are not anticipated. Northern has requested 
an official impact determination from the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Department.    

• Stantec stated that communication with Lincoln County, South Dakota, zoning staff is ongoing 
regarding their aquifer protection overlay district and floodplain development permit process. 
Additionally, Stantec will be contacting Union County, South Dakota, regarding their protection 
overlay district and floodplain development permit process. Northern stated the requirements of 
the Lincoln County, South Dakota, aquifer protection overlay district and floodplain development 
permit requirements likely align with Northern's existing standard practices, Spill Prevention Control 
and Countermeasure Plan, and the FERC Plan and Procedures. Norther will comply with Lincoln 
County's requests. 

• Stantec provided an update on biological and cultural surveys. No additional surveys have been 
completed due to winter weather conditions. Additional surveys are planned for spring 2020.  

• Joe Summerlin provided an update on the Environmental Impact Statement for the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act regarding potential revision to the take/impact on migratory birds and Council on 
Environmental Quality Federal Register notice regarding changes to the National Environmental 
Policy Act regulations.   

• Dawn Ramsey inquired if Northern has set up cost recovery with public agencies associated with the 
Project. Northern responded that communication regarding cost recovery has been initiated with 
the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and significant costs are not anticipated and a cost recovery 
mechanism will not be necessary. Northern will provide an update on the next biweekly call 
regarding cost recovery for the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and other public agencies involved in 
the Project.  

• Dawn Ramsey stated FERC would respond at a later date if the select resource reports and 
appendices filed February 12, 2020, need to be included again in the March 2020 filing. Dawn stated 
she will be off February 26 through March 16, 2020 and that Kareem Monib will cover her 
responsibilities in her absence.  

• The next bi-weekly conference call is scheduled for March 4, 2020, at 10 a.m. CST.  
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MEETING MINUTES 
South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement  

Docket No. PF19-8-000 
February 5, 2020 

 

Attendees 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC): Dawn Ramsey 
Northern Natural Gas: Michael Loeffler, Joe Fisher, Terry Plucker, Donna Martens, and Bryan 
Kruger 
United State Army Corp Engineer (USACE) Omaha District: Matt Wray and Cathy Juhas 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service: Charlene Bessken 
South Dakota Game Fish and Park: Hillary Meyer 
Stantec: Susan Knabe, Jake Fahrenkrog 
 

Summary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission staff and representatives of the federal agencies listed above 
met with representatives from Northern Natural Gas on the regularly scheduled teleconference call 
February 5, 2020, to discuss the South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement Project (Project).  

• Northern provided a brief update on the revised regulatory schedule and provided a list of the 
resource reports and appendices that are complete as of January 31, 2020. Northern indicated that 
the agencies could request completed appendices or resource reports in advance of the anticipated 
March 30, 2020, filing date and Northern will send the requested information to them. The 
information also will be filed at FERC in the pre-filing docket. Northern has completed the designs 
and reviews of the above-grade facilities that will be incorporated into the draft filing in March 
2020. 

• Stantec stated that a call with Lincoln County, South Dakota, zoning staff was held January 31, 2020. 
Lincoln County staff provided information on their aquifer protection overlay district and floodplain 
development permit process. 

• Stantec provided an update on biological and cultural surveys. No additional surveys have been 
completed due to winter weather conditions. Additional surveys are planned for spring 2020.  

• Dawn Ramsey indicated that the appendices and reports that are ready should be posted to the 
FERC docket. FERC discussed holding a conference call with the participating agencies to discuss the 
FERC process and the upcoming FERC schedule.  

• The next bi-weekly conference call is scheduled for February 19, 2020, at 10 a.m. CST.  

20200420-3055 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 04/20/2020



  
 

MEETING MINUTES 
South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement  

Docket No. PF19-8 
January 22, 2020 

 

Attendees 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC): Dawn Ramsey 
Northern Natural Gas: Michael Loeffler, Joe Fisher, and Bryan Kruger 
United State Army Corp Engineer (USACE) Omaha District: Matt Wray and Cathy Juhas 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service:  Charlene Bessken 
Stantec: Susan Knabe 
 

Summary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission staff and representatives of the federal agencies listed above 
met with representatives from Northern Natural Gas via the regularly scheduled teleconference 
Wednesday, January 22, 2020, to discuss the South Sioux City to Sioux Falls A-line Replacement Project 
(Project).  

• Northern provided a brief update on the Project and indicated the monthly report was filed on the 
FERC docket. Northern is preparing to file draft resource reports, which included revisions due to 
landowner comments that were received during the open houses. Northern’s responses to 
landowner comments will be filed on the FERC docket by January 22, 2020. 

• Northern also stated they are following up with the USACE staff regarding wetland impacts and 
Section 10 permit applications along with the Lake Andes Wetland Management District. 

• Stantec provided an update on biological and cultural surveys. No additional surveys have been 
completed due to winter weather conditions. Additional surveys planned for spring 2020.  

• Dawn Ramsey indicated that a new assistant project manager will be assigned by FERC to this 
Project. Kareem Monab will be the FERC air and noise technical specialist and Kimberly Poli will be 
the biologist.   

• The next bi-weekly conference call is scheduled for February 5, 2020, at 10 a.m. CST.  
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